
 

SPONSORED STUDENTS GRATITUDE REPORT 

Babarinsa Olumuyiwa Adekanmi. Nigeria 

 

 

I would like to thank the organizers and sponsors for given me 
the opportunity to participate in the Course. As a young 
researcher in postharvest value chain from a developing 
country, this Course has helped me in acquiring fundamental 
knowledge in postharvest loss reduction, recent technologies 
and best practices. The Course has immensely helped me in the 
preparation of my PhD thesis and furthermore, it will greatly 
help me in achieving a successful career in the field of 
postharvest technology. I have identified how knowledge of 
postharvest technologies can be used to achieve Sustainable 
Development Goals especially No poverty (Goal 1), Zero Hunger 
(Goal 2) and Good health and Well-being (3) in Africa. I intend 
to educate farmers, actors across the value chain and end 
consumer on importance of reducing postharvest losses. I have 
started a food campaign called Safe-H Movement (Save Food 
End Hunger Movement) with postharvest loss reduction 
awareness as a major tool. This experience will in no doubt 
boost my CV and my confidence. Once again my deep 
appreciation goes to everyone who made this possible. Thanks 
to Sponsors and Organizers for investing in me. I see myself 
transforming Africa postharvest narrative. 
 

Bleck Tita. Cameroon  
 
 

 

I am an agronomy student from Cameroon at EARTH University 
specializing in Postharvest Physiology. I want to start by thanking the 
University of Cartagena and the Sponsors for a wonderful opportunity 
they gave me to be able to participate in this exclusive training that is 
almost not covered completely in any classroom all over the world. 
Postharvest management is a major problem for my community. I did 
get to learn a lot from my University but very little to do with 
postharvest management because our syllabus was jam-packed with 
other courses. Coming across this 25 hours intensive training with the 
Postharvest specialists, which covers almost all the key aspects of this 
career area, was a game changer for me. It gave me enough basic 
knowledge that make me able to land on a research internship at the 
University of Florida´s Indian River Research and Education Center in 
Postharvest Physiology where I will continue my training. Honestly, 
this opportunity was given to me on a full scholarship basis. I am very 
grateful for everything that UPCT and Sponsors did.  
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Ferdous Chowdhury. Bangladesh 

 

First I want to thanks and express gratitude to the organizing University 
and Sponsors for selecting me as a developing countries participant and 
providing me the scholarship for the Course. I enjoyed a lot the Course 
and it was reluctant when time permit to study the lessons. Different 
related articles or research paper were very useful as supporting 
materials that was actually conductive for the participant. Presently 
fresh-cut technology is very important for me and this Course 
contributes with important information in this area. I think and believe 
developing countries participants will be more benefited where in 
many cases street fresh food is not properly prepared in hygienic 
conditions with improper handling practices, but consumers like and 
purchase with cheaper price to fulfil their demand. In this case, 
scholarships are needed, and continued if possible, because it will play 
a significant role for food and nutritional security to the developing 
countries people.  

 

Endalew Helen Walle. Ethiopia 

 

In Ethiopia, the agricultural policies and strategies focuses on 
production and productivity. Hence, the Postharvest and fresh-cut 
technology Course gave me special privilege to broaden my 
understanding. The Course helps me to understand the scientific and 
technical knowledge about the basic fundamentals of fruit and 
vegetables, techniques and practice of postharvest handling, 
processing and storage. Each chapter were supplemented by self-
evaluation exams that help me to test myself how much I understood. 
Equally important, the Course delivery approach well organized – i.e. 
supported by video lecture and power-points to revise the lectures at 
any time – that it feels face-to-face lecture. Beside this knowledge, the 
Course gives me different ideas, which will be easily applicable for my 
country. I would like to thank UPCT for organizing the program, the 
professors for the wonderful lectures, and the Sponsors of the Course 
(DeccoIbérica, Sakata Seed, MSC-Mediterranean Shipping Company 
and Postharvest) for providing me the grant. 
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Marie Alexandra Alexandre. Haiti  
 
 

 

Je suis l’une des étudiante bénéficiaire du Cours offerte by UPCT et 
sponsorisé par DECCO, SAKATA, SANI FRUIT, MSC and Posharvest.biz.  
Ce Cours a été pour moi une belle expérience qui me permettrait de 
mieux valoriser les produits de récolte. Haïti fait face chaque année à 
de nombreuses pertes Post Récolte and fresh-cut fruits and végétales 
par manque de connaissance dans ce domaine. Participer à ce Cours 
fut pour moi un grand exploit en termes de compétence et de 
qualification pouvant apporter un plus à ma formation 
professionnelles. Ce cours est composé de cinq chapitres très 
instructifs dont j’ai étudié avec beaucoup de passion et d’intérêts. A 
travers ces leçons j’ai acquis de nombreuses connaissances qui me 
permettent non seulement de gérer un centre de POSTHARVEST & 
FRESH-CUT TECHNOLOGIE mais aussi d’apporter ma contribution sur 
les nombreuses pertes POSTHARVEST & FRESH-CUT que connait mon 
pays surtout au niveau de la production des fruits des fruits et les 
légumes. L’expérience a été pour moi très enrichissantes et 
instructive, A cet égard je voudrais remercier GPR-UPCT et tous les 
sponsors de m’avoir donné l’opportunité de bénéficier ce cours.  

 

Bonaventure Ufitinema. Rwanda 
 
 

 

It is my pleasure to be a participant of 4th International on-line Course 
offered by UPCT with the support of prestigious Sponsors, for I assure 
that I gained new insights in proper postharvest handling operations.  
As a student in horticulture, I can say that the knowledge I acquired 
will help me to improve my academic and research capacities, as well 
as contribute to the reducing postharvest losses while working with 
horticultural farmers and stakeholders. The Course enable me to have 
a wider understanding of different technical and scientific aspect of 
postharvest managements of fruit and vegetables. I cannot forget 
that from this Course, I also acquired some topics on reducing 
postharvest of fresh-cut from which I am planning to do my 
postgraduate research. It is in this regards that I also take this 
opportunity to express my sincere thanks to all organizers, donors, 
sponsors of the Course and all the mentors and instructors of this 
Course. Their determination and untiring efforts for knowledge 
sharing shall not be in vain, I appreciate their hard work to serving 
global community. 
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Vijay Yadav Tokala. India 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

I have always been enthusiastic for the topics related to postharvest 
and the design as well as the content motivated me to pursue this 
Course. The content discussed in the Course is very informative and 
fully comprehensive. Each of the units included a wide range of topics 
related to postharvest and fresh-cut in detail. It was a great 
experience to listen to the lectures from world-renowned scientists 
and experts. The option of the recorded videos was very convenient 
and allowed to view and listen then multiple times to get the 
complete details. The lecture topics on ethylene management and 
storage technologies were very helpful to clarify some of the concepts 
for my PhD research and they generated some new ideas in me. The 
topics on non-destructive quality measurement as well as fresh-cut 
technologies were relatively new to me and through this Course; I 
earned a good understanding of them. The supplementary materials 
were also very useful to acquire updated details about different 
subjects. I am sure that the key concepts and ideas gained through 
this Course will be very useful to build a successful career in the field 
of postharvest. I would like to thank all the Course instructors, the 
University of Cartagena and its entire staff for organizing this Course. 
I am deeply grateful to all the sponsors for offering me the 100 % 
registration grant to enroll in this Course, which otherwise would 
have not been possible. 
 

Paula Galarraga. Argentina 
 

 

Firstly, I am very grateful to the Sponsors and to UPCT for the 
opportunity that they gave me to participate in this Course. This grant 
gave me the possibility to strengthen and increase my knowledge. 
Currently, I am working in the Food Technology Institute, Faculty of 
Chemical Engineering (UNL-Santa Fe, Argentina) in Food Preservation, 
and the topics covered in the Course helped me to grow both in 
teaching and in research.  Since I started my PhD, I was trained in 
topics related to postharvest and fresh-cut technologies and this 
Course complemented my knowledge and offered me skills that will 
be applicable in business ventures or consultancies in the productive 
sector in Argentina. In Argentina, the minimal processing technology 
is very little developed, and people formed in the area that can advise 
the productive sector is necessary. For this reason, this Course gave 
me new tools and has been very useful for my personal and 
professional growth.  
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Otto Koch. Brazil  
 

 

I would like to thank the UPCT and the sponsors of this Course. I 
received the information that I was selected to grant with great 
enthusiasm. It has been a valuable experience and I have learned key 
issues on the postharvest sector. The Course offers an overall vision of 
the postharvest operations and techniques in many kinds of 
horticultural products, highlighting the main decisions to be taken 
according to the location, the final goals and targeted markets about 
the product that is been handled. I think the Course structure follows 
an intelligent organization, providing some basic (not necessarily 
simple) information in the first 3 units, which allowed me to better 
understand the “whole chain” of the products during unit 4. Besides, it 
is quite convenient to get access to the Course content at any moment. 
The information I have acquired during this Course is helping me in my 
research as an undergraduate student in Agronomy at ESALQ/USP-
Brazil and I am certain it will also be useful in my professional career, 
helping me to identify the possible challenges and improvements to be 
made in the postharvest chain.  

 

Samia Ikram. Pakistan  

 

 
I work as Assistant Research Officer at the Horticultural Research 
Institute for Floriculture and Landscaping, Rawalpindi, Pakistan. I 
feels honored and privileged to be a candidate of the 4th International 
online Course on Postharvest and fresh-cut technologies organized by 
the University of Cartagena with the help of important Companies as 
Sponsors. All the components of the training were very informative 
and learning sum and the instructors were well qualified. All the 
instructors justified the topics assigned to them, it was a very good 
opportunity for the less privileged researchers and students from 
underdeveloped countries like that of Pakistan where such 
knowledge gaining opportunities are rarely available. The training 
program like this should be promoted and should also be organized 
on other topics like pre and postharvest technologies of cut flowers 
and tissue culture techniques for plant propagation. In the end I 
would like to thank the organizers and instructors for their 
cooperation throughout the training program. 

 


